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such signal success by the chemists. If it does not do so, 
but allows itself to be left behind, it must soon see many 
of the most important papers sent to the Chemical or to 
such of the ether societies as may choose to provide the 
means of properly illustrating them. 

It may be urged that if papers are to be experimentally 
illustrated, all cannot possibly be read. We can only say 
so much the better. Why should not a society’s council 
exercise a wise discretion, and relegate some classes of 
papers at once to the “journal,” the proper place for 
many a mass of numerical data now perforce read, but of 
which discussion is impossible ? 

F. C. S. 


NOTES 

We regret to announce the death, on the 10th inst., of Mr. 
B. F, Duppa, F.R.S., well known for his numerous and impor¬ 
tant researches in organic chemistry. He was educated at Cam¬ 
bridge, and was afterwards, in the year 1857, a pupil in the 
.Royal College of Chemistry. Within a period of eleven years 
he published, partly alone and partly in conjunetton with Mr. 
W. H, Perkin and Dr. Frankland, no less than twenty papers, 
most of which appeared in the Transactions and Proceedings of 
the Royal Society. The most important of these researches re¬ 
lated to the action of bromine and iodine on acetic acid, the 
artificial production of tartaric acid, the formation of organic 
compounds containing mercury, and the synthetical production of 
numerous acids of the fatty and acrylic series. Mr. Duppa was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1867. Being a man of 
independent means, he never applied for, nor held, any scientific 
appointment, but formed one of that small band of enthusiastic 
and disinterested amateur workers of whom England may justly 
feel proud, and to whom she is so much indebted for a very 
large proportion of the contributions which she has made to the 
progress of science. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Old Bond Street, is, we believe, about to 
publish a portrait of the late Dr. Bence Jones, engraved by Holl 
from the beautiful drawing by Mr. George Richmond, R.A. 

The following awards have been made by the French Geo¬ 
graphical Society :—2,000 francs to M. Dournaux-Dupere, who 
has just set out for Timbuctoo ; this gentleman has also re¬ 
ceived a similar sum from the Minister of Public Instruction ; 
2,000 fr. to M. Francis Gamier, to aid him in his explorations 
along the Blue River in China, and which have Yun-nan and 
Tibet for their objects; 1,500 fr. to MM. Marche and Com- 
piegne, who have already proceeded a considerable distance 
along the course of the Ogowe with the design of penetrating as 
far as the great African lakes, and joining Livingstone. 

The subject for the Le Bas Prize (Cambridge) for the present 
year is “The Respective Functions of Science and Literature in 
Education.” Candidates must be graduates of the University 
of not more than three years’ standing from their first degree 
when the essays are sent in, which date is fixed before the end 
of the Easter Term, 1874. The essays must each bear some 
motto, and be accompanied by a sealed paper bearing the 
same motto, and enclosing the name of the candidate and that 
of his college. The successful candidate is required to publish 
the essay at his own expense. 

Messrs. Trubner and Co. will publish, in about ten days, 
Mr. George Henry Lewes’ new work, entitled “ Problems of 
Life and Mind.” 

With reference to the paragraph in last week’s Nature on 
the discovery of the conversion of spherical into plane motion, 
Prof. Sylvester writes : “I feel it an act of simple justice to 
another to say that I should never have hit upon the instru¬ 
ment which effects this, had it not been for the previous, 


wholly original and unexpected, discovery made nine years 
ago, by M. Peaucillier, of the conversion of circular into recti¬ 
linear motion, with which I was recently made acquainted by 
M. Tchebicheff, and which seems to have been little noticed in 
the discoverer’s own country, and to have remained wholly un¬ 
known in this. M. Peaucillier has succeeded by the most simple 
means in solving a kinematical problem which had baffled the 
attempts of all mechanicians, from our James Watts downwards, 
to accomplish, and a simple Captain of Engineers in the 
French army has actually accomplished by a stroke of inspiration 
the mathematical solution of a question which many of the 
most profound and sagacious mathematicians of the age have 
been long labouring, but necessarily (as it is now obvious) in 
vain, to prove to admit of none. The conversion of circular into 
rectilinear motion before M. Peaucillier’s discovery was gradually 
growing to be classed in the same category of questions as the 
quadrature of the circle, and by a great number of mathema¬ 
ticians was actually deemed to be equally impossible in the 
nature of things. A working model of Peaucillier’s machine 
constructed by my friend M. Garcia, the brother of Malebran 
and the inventor of the laryngoscope, is in my possession at the 
Athenaeum Club, and several copies of it have been already made 
by its admirers, which term comprises all who have seen 
it. The wonderfully fertile kinematic and mathematical results 
which I have succeeded in educing from the simple conception 
involved in this machine may form the subject of another com¬ 
munication to Nature.” 

Prof. Jelinek, of Vienna, writes us that the death 
of Prof. Donati is the only unhappy event connected 
with the Meteorological Congress of Vienna, which in all 
other respects has prove d successful. The fact of all countries 
of Europe (France exce pted) and the United States of North 
America being represented at the Congres s, and the conciliatory 
spirit in which all the proceedings were held, the general desire 
to arrive at an uniform system of observation and publication 
make us hope, he thinks, that further decisive steps in this direction 
will be taken. The Congress has expressed the wish, that an¬ 
other Congress of Meteorologists shall meet in three years, and 
it has appointed a permanent Committee under Prof. Ruys 
Ballot of Utrecht, as President, and with Prof. Bruhns of Leipzig, 
Cantoni of Pavia, Jelinek of Vienna, Mohn of Christiana, Direc¬ 
tor Scott of London, and Director Wild of St. Petersburg, as 
members to prepare the solution of certain questions especially 
relative to the best form of publishing meteorological observa¬ 
tions and to the extension of the existing system of mete¬ 
orological observations. The permanent Committee has been 
also charged with the preparatory steps towards the con¬ 
vocation of a second Maritime Conference (the first having been 
held at Brussels in 1853). There will be three editions of the 
proceedings of the Congress. The one German, the other 
French, the third under the care of Mr. Robert Scott, in English. 

Rather an unusual incident has recently occurred in the 
Belgian Academy of Sciences, about which, according to the 
two gentlemen most concerned, erroneous statements have been 
made in the Belgian papers and La Revue Scientifique. The 
common statement is that at the seance of June 7 last M. E. 
van Beneden, son of the well-known Professor of Zoology at the 
Catholic University of Louvain, and himself Professor of Zoology 
at Liege, by appointment of the present Catholic Ministry, read 
a paper on the results of a voyage which he had recently made 
to Brazil and La Plata. Speaking of the difficulty of obtaining a 
dolphin on account of the superstitions of the Brazilian fisher¬ 
men, he is reported to have referred to the ancient belief in 
Europe that dolphins were in the habit of bringing dead bodies 
on shore, and to have said, “ The fable of Jonah is an embodi¬ 
ment of this belief.” Thereupon, it is said, M, Gilbert, Professor 


© 1873 Nature Publishing Group 







NA TURE 


[ Nov . 13, 1873 


34 


of Mathematics, and M. Henry, Professor of Chemistry at 
Louvain, in a letter to M. Quetelet, the secretary, protested 
against the expression being allowed to pass uncensured, as it 
was a violation of their religious convictions, and an infringement 
of the traditional law of the Academy, that nothing be said to hurt 
the religious convictions of any member. At the next meeting 
of the Academy, October II, M. Gilbert insisted on this note 
being read, but by the vote of the Academy the order of the 
day was at once proceeded with. Thereupon the two aggrieved 
professors felt called upon to resign their connection with the 
Academy. The real facts of the case are stated by MM. Gilbert 
and Henry in a long communication to the last number of the 
Revue Scientifique, from which it appears that the reference to 
"the fable of Jonah” was not in the paper at all as originally 
read, but was added in a note to the paper when subsequently 
printed in the Bulletin of the Academy. No doubt the two 
professors have a greater grievance than the irate Bishop Dupan- 
loup had in the admission to the French Academy of M. Littre; 
and no doubt it is well in all scientific discussions in a mixed 
society to steer clear of “ the religious difficulty ” entirely, but 
after all it must seem to an outsider as if all this pother about 
“ the fable of Jonah ” were a case of “ much ado about nothing.” 

A meeting of the local executive of the British Association 
was held on Monday, at Bradford, and the financial account, 
which was submitted, showed the total expenses of the late 
meeting in that town to amount to about 3,300/. The guarantee 
fund subscribed amounted to 5,200/. 

At a recent meeting of the Manchester Scientific Students’ 
Association at the Royal Institution, Mr. George C. Yates, 
F.S.A., exhibited a unique specimen of a Neolithic Flint Celt, 
or axe, which he had obtained at Holyhead a few weeks ago. 
The specimen, we believe, has been thoroughly authenticated, 
and Mr. Yates has consented to deposit it in the British 
Museum. 

A series of Birkbeck Scientific Lectures for the People was 
commenced last week at Leeds, by Mr. J. Norman Lockyer, 
F.R.S., to be continued by Dr, Carpenter, Mr. Miall, and Prof. 
Martin Duncan, till Christmas. We believe that the action of 
the Trustees in thus aiding the spread of scientific knowledge 
throughout the country will be attended with the best results. 

On Tuesday last a deputation of the Harrow Vestry, repre¬ 
senting the residents, tradesmen, and other classes of the parish, 
had a second interview with the Governors of Harrow School, 
for the purpose of lodging and explaining thirty-six objections 
in detail to the proposed statutes for the government of the 
school. One point most justly insisted on by the deputation is 
the fact that John Lyon, the founder of the school, intended it 
mainly for the benefit of the parishioners of Harrow, whereas 
the Governors, like the Governors of others of our public schools, 
notoriously throw every possible difficulty in the way of children 
of common parishioners reaping the benefit of the fund generously 
left for their education. The Governors try to silence the com¬ 
plainants with a pittance of 250/. a year to found a subordinate 
school. We hope the Harrow Vestry will not cease to agitate 
the matter, until they obtain all that rightly belongs to them. 

We have received a revised list of those who obtained Queen’s 
Medals at the Science and Art Examinations, May 1873. 

A CORRESPONDENT at Cannes, France, informs us that on 
November 4, about 6 P.M., a beautiful and distinct, though 
faint, lunar rainbow was seen there, which lasted a quarter of an 
hour, and then suddenly disappeared just as the first drops of 
rain were felt. 

The forth mining number of Petermann’s Mittkeiimgem will 


contain an article by Messrs. E. Behm and F. Hanemann on 
the most recent discoveries in South-east Australia, accompanied 
by a map in which these discoveries are embodied. 

Messrs. W. and A. K. Johnston have published a very use¬ 
ful war-map of the Gold Coast of Ashantee and neighbouring 
countries, with a sketch-map of Guinea and a small map of the 
whole of Africa, all carefully disposed on one large sheet. 

For several winters past courses of lectures, intended mainly 
for the industrial classes, have been given on scientific subjects 
in the Edinburgh Museum of Science and Art, by the professors 
of the University and other gentlemen eminent in their particu¬ 
lar departments. The charge for a course of six lectures, the 
number given on each subject, is only sixpence, and we believe 
the results have been extremely satisfactory. The following is 
the programme for the present winter " Chemistry of the 
Common Metals,” by Prof. A. Crum Brown, M.D. ; “Physi¬ 
ology and Public Health,” by Dr. John G. M'Kendrick, 
F.R.S.E. ; “Cosmical Astronomy,” by Prof. Tait; “ The Car¬ 
boniferous Formation of Scotland,” by Mr. James Geilde, 
F.R.S.E. ; “Weather and Climate,” by Mr. Alex. Buchan, 
F.R.S.E, ; “The History of Commerce,” by Prof. W. B. 
Hodgson, LL.D. 

The same journal has the following details concerning the 
Italian Association of Men of Science :—Inaugurated in 1837 by 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany (twenty-five years before France 
had followed the parent movement in England), it fell under the 
ban of Pope and Bourbon alike, who saw in it the foster-mother 
of revolution. In spite of police restrictions and other proofs of 
the dislike with which it was viewed, its meetings gained in 
attractiveness every year till, in 1846, favoured by the early 
liberalism of Pio Nono and Charles Albert’s ill-will to Austria, 
it celebrated the centenary of Balilla’s throwing off the German 
yoke in the Ligurian capital. Thanks to Piedmont, it outlived 
the reaction of 1848; and in 1859-60 it shared in the national 
jubilee it had assisted in consummating. Rome, proclaimed as 
the capital in 1861, was to be the scene of its reunion in 1862 ; 
but the Vatican, countenanced by Austria and France, frustrated 
the attempt. The storming of the Porta Pia in 1870 rendered 
possible the long-cherished design, and, under the appropriate 
presidency of the venerable Count Mamiani, formerly Prime 
Minister of Pio Nono during his short constitutional reign, it met 
on the 20th ult. in the capital. One hundred and fifty was the 
muster of members—not a numerous one, but counting the most 
distinguished statesmen and savans in the kingdom. Donati had 
but lately fallen a victim to cholera, but his science was ade¬ 
quately represented by the Padre Secchi, who still clings tc 
the Society of Jesus. 

We have received from Mr. D, Mackintosh a reprint of his 
article from the Quarterly fournal of the Geological Society , “ On 
the more remarkable Boulders of the North-west of England 
and the Welsh Borders.” 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s collection during 
the past week include a Crab-eating Opossum [Didelphys can- 
ertvom ) from the West Indies, presented by Mr. G. H. Haw- 
tayae ; a Common Parodoxure ( Paradoxu-nis typus) from India, 
presented by Mr. C. Maurer ; an Indian Jackal ( Cams aureus ) 
from Penang, presented by Mr. F. H. Fredericks ; three Robbin 
Island Snakes {Coronellaphocarum) presented by Rev. G. H. R. 
Fisk ; a Little Grebe (Podiceps minor), British, presented by 
Mr. H. P. Hensman; a Black Wallaby { Balrna turns Ualabatus) 
fromN. S. Wales, purchased; a Gazelle ( Gazella dorcas) from 
Egypt, deposited; an Axis Deer {Cervus axis) and a Molucca 
Deer [C. moluccensis), bora in the Garden-:, 
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